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Introduction &
Inception

44
Based on multi-city consultations of Disaster Risk

Management (DRM) Professionals throughout India, the
Confederation of Risk Reduction Professionals (CRRP) was
formed with an aim to provide a platform to the YYPs to
promote practical application of Science, Engineering,
Technology and Innovation (SETI) for disaster risk reduction
for making India disaster resilient.

It started with a WhatsApp group in February, 2019 and
became a legal entity by August, 2019. CRRP became a part
of U-Inspire Alliance by signing the Jakarta Declaration in

September, 20109.



Structure of CRRP

A group of immensely
experienced mentors will lead
different Thematic Groups

8 members strong
elected working
committee will run the
dav to dav functions of



CRRP - Working Groups

Policy & Advocacy Citizen SCience &

- Risk Governance RiSk Communicatian
Science, Response,
Engineering, Relief, _
Technology & Reconstruction
Innovation Recovery

Systemic Risk

2 Resilience Climate Change

Urban Planning
Entrepreneurship ++ & Heritage



Objectives

Platform

of, by & for
YYPs in DRM & CCA

Aid government| |Support
In disaster relief| Jevidence based
and response policy in DRM

& CCA

Support implementation of
SFDRR and SDGS

Networking with other regional
and global networks

Promote DRM as
a career and
provide useful
information on
opportunities,
fellowships

Develop human
resources,
Innovate
products to
build resilience




2020 - The dreaded year of COVID-19



Chapter1

CRRP and COVID-19 - COVID Monitor

RRP assisted the

initiative taken by

RIKA and Youth
Innovation Lab, to work
on developing the database
for a portal to track and
trace COVID-19 cases.

Apart from other countries
joining the initiative, CRRP’s
16 enthusiastic
volunteers worked

tirelessly to cross-check
information with multiple
sources and then finally
update it on the portal.

‘COVID-19 Monitor
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Chapter1
CRRP and COVID-19 - Avoidable Deaths
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Avoidable Deaths vnato

Network (ADN) in

I - Project — Avoidable Deaths from the Effect of the
t h €ir researc h p rOJ € Ct tO COVID-19 Pandemic and Lockdown in India

study the current number of
avoidable deaths from
COVID-19, and the current [0): 448 5 (@)

number of unavoidable
deaths from COVID-19 in SatW Fikn

India and Odisha.




Chapter1

CRRP, COVID-19 and Amphan

RRP teamed up with

experts from the

domain of Cultural
Heritage and mentors from
ICCROM to develop a
document on - “Situation
Analysis and Initial
Needs Assessment for
Cultural and Natural
Heritage Post Cyclone
Amphan in Sundarbans,
India”

Situation Analysis and Initial Needs Assessment for Cultural and Natural
Heritage Post Cyclone Amphan in Sundarbans, West Bengal, India

The document was circulated
among all important
stakeholders like NDMA,
NDRF, SDRF, NGOs etc.



Chapter 2

CRRP and COVID-19 - Risk

Communication

RRP came out with a

number of initiatives to

‘communicate’ the
‘risk’ associated with or
‘'science’ behind COVID-19.

CRRP understood that using
terms like ‘lockdown’,
‘flattening the curve’, ‘daily
case surge’, at times,
become overwhelming for an
ordinary man. Thus, CRRP
came up with the following:

1. Digital visualisation of
case surges in India and
different states

2. Blogs on different
aspects of COVID-19

3. Videos In different
languages to
communicate various
dimensions related to
COVID-19



R

Risk Cormunication Strategies of CR




Visualisations

Data source: Team COVID19 Monitor (CRRP) / MoHFW
More at: https://covid19-monitor.net/ or, https://www.crrpindia.org/covid-19
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The database was created with utmost

ethical considerations and would be made ‘;

available for research purposes only. [E] L




Blogs
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Community Reach-out Videos
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Chapter 3
‘Chai pe Charcha’ -

Discussion over Tea O

ith the decline of

COVID-19 cases

at the end of the
first wave, CRRP realised
that it was necessary to
discuss the need of pursuing
DRM as a career.

To initiate such a
conversation, experts and
young professionals were
invited to discuss various

nuances of taking up DRM
as a career. The session was
live streamed and was seen
by more than 100 listeners.




Chapter 4

Mili Juli
ith support from The project had different
Risk & facets:
Resilience

e Procedural capacity
building of youth and
young professionals
coming from different

packgrounds.

Institute, ICCROM,
Swedish Postcode
Foundation, CRRP
embarked upon an unique
journey - documenting the
ways of lives of people from
remote communities of
Assam.

e Documentation of
community based disaster
risk management
strategies of indigenous
communities.



Chapter 4
Mili Juli

e Quashing the cognitive
biases surrounding the
ideas - community based
disaster risk management
is confined to rural
settings, heritage is only
sites and precincts,
communities at remote

in form of ‘comics’ to
attract a larger group of
audience.

Designing a guidebook to

sites are instinctively

vulnerable.

e Re-defining the way
documentation is done -

virtually interact and
stimulate conversations
on community based risk
reductions amongst youth
and young professionals.



Chapter 4
Mili Juli - Outcome

months long journey %&

with volunteers x{i& @%

( interns ) and ‘i‘?ﬁ\\ OF LIFE: LESSER KNowniciuines FROM ASSAM
professionals yielded - “\‘1\\!\&% o Kl
e A handbook of stories of \\\\\\\\‘“' A 1@’?

resilience of indigenous i

communities from Assam

e A guide to stimulate
discussions on DRR with
YYPs.
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Chapter 4

Mili Juli - Present and Future

u received
m m e n s e
appreciation in the
international forum. It is
being showcased as one of
the most successful project
of ICCROM'’s FAR Project.

e Mili Juli was launched at
Understanding Risk 2020

One of them said that around 100 different varieties of rice are grown in Majuli. Komal " " _
Saul. a unique type of rice is eaten by locals as a breakfast cereal while the Bora Saul When you live on an island, it's safe to assume

is a sticky brown rice used to make Pitha, a traditional cake. Pottery, handloom, that agricu|ture and fishing would be the
boat-making, fishing and dairying are some of the other important economic activities. % - S5
primary means to earn a living. But Monijit, the

Keneath, unknowingly, had pulled down his mask - breathing does tend to owner of our mmeStag when my famil9 was
get difficult at times with the mask on. Lakhimi poked him from behind visiting painted a starkly opposite picture.

pull up your mask. Don't be casual about this!
And yes, Face masks are a must-buy from Majuli
along with the pottery, which is very famous!

Lakhimi narrated Monajits story. His homestay, which he was renting out, was just a ;’
few years old. As a kid, they used to live by the river bank. They were farmers,
originally. His father had rice fields. But they were losing them to the river. Each year
the river washed away some parts of their land eventually reaching a stage where
it was no longer possible to rely on agriculture for sustenance. Luckily for him and his
siblings, their dad had the foresight to buy some land inland as well That’s where he

runs his flourishing homestay today. 4y il T =
s LTI
The Mishings, who originally belong to Mongolian group, are believed to always settle Y (g EF%y - TTEr

near river banks. They live in elevated houses called Kare Okum (Chang Ghar in Qd I | -‘.- |

Assamese) built on bamboo stifts or wooden poles. These houses serve the dual

purpose of keeping floodwaters and wid animals at bay, A typical Mishing house is sometimes as big as forty yards in length and provides

accommodation to thirty to forty persons, living in one great hall without any

compartments. They have ‘tunggeng. the front porch in the house which is often

. . quite large. It is used to entertain guests. In situations when houses with lower

What would you call this, Keneath? Isn't elevation get inundated, the residents with higher elevations offer refuge to those

this an example of risk-informed planning') in need Perhaps this shared sense of belonging is another reason why extreme
Wl events like flood are not a worrisome episode for these people!

Can these communities be tagged as risk

literate or risk savvy?

Mr. Doley was especially touched about how fishing, as a
way of livelihood, is gradually vanishing away. The tools
have been designed as per the water level and probability
of getting fishes of different types. But alas! The knowledge
of making these tools and also using them is likely to get
lost - a culture on verge of extinction just because people
are over inclined to become modern’ and contemporary!

During the dry season each Mishing village

collectively constructs a raised platform’ of mud o Some of the traditional fish catching instruments used
and bamboo, which is often used as a shelter for # the ities in Majuli .

cattle. The community house called Murong Okum; by communiies f" guiiares .

which is where most of the village level rituals take YN I Polo: conical shaped instrument used for fishing in shallow
place, is often constructed on this raised platform. VSN ) ) waters

When houses get inundated, villagers move to this > Jakoi: triangle shaped instrument made of bamboo. It is
sed platform Temeorny used for fishing in shallow water. This is mainly used by
women folk for catching small fish.

Khaloi: it is made of bamboo and cane and mainly used for
storing while fishing.

Dolonga: this triangular shaped instrument made of bamboo
and cane is kept under water (usually in rivers) to catch
fish in winters.

Chepa/ khoka: this is fixed in narrow paths rough which
the fish generally move.

Bamichunga: it is made of bamboo and betel nut and
specially used to catch a special fish called Bami.

| We do talk about risk perception, right? To
N ,&&Wﬂ i‘c’b‘w these communities, floods instead of a
curse, is a celebration. Theg believe floods Keneath had been thinking about this for days now - risk perception is

bring along fertilitg and they cant imagine indeed something that needs to be considered and until and unless one
a life without floods. gets involved with the communities, understanding such intricacies of
= perception is not just difficult, but impossible.




Chapter 4

Mili Juli - Present and Future

ne of the

achievements of Mili

Juli, of which CRRP is
particularly proud of is the
procedural capacity building
it undertook during the
months of engagement.

The video, depicting the
feelings of the youth and
professionals involved in the
project was hugely

appreciated by experts
international forums.

Re-inventing
the spiri.t o)
community based disaster risk
management
(CBDRM)

N




Chapter 5

CRRP - On National Television

RRP had an

opportunity to

showcase its works as
well as advocate the role of
youth and young
professionals in DRM in
India.

Additionally, on various
different episodes, CRRPi-
ans talked about floods in
Assam, COVID-19 situation
in different parts of the

world
etc.

like Japan, Thailand




Chapter 6
CRRP - Future Pathways

RRP has taken some
definitive steps towards
consolidating its

activities.

Registration of members
to enhance accountability
and responsibility

Increased involvement in
projects - local, national as
well as international

Strengthening of
networks by reaching out

to more universities and
national youth networks

Setting-up of an internal
think tank to work on
pressing issues like -
resilient infrastructure,
exploration of systemic
nature of risk, deep diving
into the social dimensions of
disaster risk reduction.

Increased participation
in national & international
forums.
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http://www.ccrpindia.org
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